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"Psalm 91” 
Let us pray …

I want to dedicate this sermon to my dear sister Nora Wilkins, whom Zora Waller affectionately calls Moma Nora.

Sister White wrote “In the ninety-first psalm is a most wonderful description of the coming of the Lord to bring the wickedness of the wicked to an end, and to give to those who have chosen Him as their Redeemer the assurance of His love and protecting care.  {3BC 1150.3}

There are only 16 verses in the ninety-first Psalm, yet we treasure every one of them. For three thousand years, God’s people have been comforted by them. Let us read verse 1:

91:1 “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” 
What is the secret place of the Most High? It is that special moment when you are talking to God and trusting Him implicitly to care for you. It is a precious experience when you are totally surrendered to Him all through the day and only those who enter the secret place are able to understand. And as we enter it, we continue in it, and it broadens and it deepens into the sweetest walk with Jesus.
It is an experience that each one of us can have and should have every day, from the moment you first wake up in the morning until you fall asleep at night. Unfortunately too many of us only experience this in those emergency moments when we cry for help in a crisis.

We are amid the perils of the last days and Satan’s wrath is intensifying because he is aware he is running out of time. We see with our eyes and we hear with our ears all that he is doing around the world.

Friends may forsake you and even betray your trust, but heaven is open to everyone who makes God their trust. By clinging to Jesus and letting nothing and no one separate the soul from our mighty Deliverer. Keep a marker in Psalm 91 and turn back to Psalm 27:5 and let us get a deeper meaning of the secret place of the Most High.
Psalm 27:5 “For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock.” We know that Rock is Christ and if we are firmly settled upon the Rock, we are indeed safe.

Jump forward to Psalm 32:7. “Thou [art] my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. Selah.” (The word Selah means to pause and contemplate what you just read) What a beautiful promise, Thou art my hiding place, my secret place where I am safe, where He is ready to help me because I can trust that He cares for me.

Go back one chapter to Psalm 31:20 “Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy presence from the pride of man: thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongues.” What does this verse say we enter in? The secret of thy presence. We come to Jesus and we are safe in His presence.

Where do we want to be when trouble comes? Psalm 17:8 tells us. “Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings,” That’s where we want to be, under His wings. “Under His wings I am safely abiding; Though the night deepens and tempests are wild, Still I can trust Him, I know He will keep me; He has redeemed me, and I am His child.” The verse says, “Keep me as the apple of the eye.” If you get very close to someone, you can see your reflection in their eye. The Hebrew name for that is the “apple of the eye.” In this verse, “Keep me as the apple of the eye” means draw so close to me precious Jesus that You can see Your reflection in my eye!
Back to Psalm 91 and verse 2.
 91:2 “I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. 
So not only are we safe upon the Rock Christ, but He is our refuge and fortress. Turn to Proverbs 18:10 “The name of the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.” The reason why so many of our people are left to themselves in places of temptation is that they do not run to the fortress when they have a problem. They sooner face the battle with Satan in their own strength and that is the reason for their yo-yo Christian experience.
Write this into your understanding. It is only when we permit our communion with God to be broken, that we are at the point where our defense is broken. We are not then in the fortress, we are on Satan’s enchanted ground. At that point, all our good purposes and intentions can no longer enable us to withstand the evil.
We must be a praying people. Our petitions must not be muffled in silence on convient occasions and in a casual manner, praying from memory while our thoughts wander. No, our prayers must be earnest, persevering and constant with the full understanding of Who it is that we are speaking to. And this is the secret of the continual, sweet walk with Jesus. Wherever we are, whatever our position, we must make it habit to talk to the Savior. If around people, talk to Him silently, always with your heart  uplifted in silent petition for light, for strength, for knowledge and for help. Let every breath be a prayer. This is where Enoch was and God took him. We must have our thoughts always on Him Isaiah 26:3, 4 says it best:
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.  Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength:”

Such a man or woman of high and holy purpose; of noble life; who cannot be bought or sold; children of God who cannot for any reason, be swayed from doing what is right. 
Yes we all have cares, duties and burdens, but the more difficult your position and the heavier the burdens, the more you need Jesus. What a fool’s mistake is made when we try to fill the soul’s needs with another human being’s nothingness. Our only strength is in Jesus our Rock and only He can satisfy the longing of the soul and provide the shelter we need. Turn to Psalm 62:5-8. The scripture reads:
“My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him.  He only is my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I shall not be moved. In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God. Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him: God is a refuge for us. Selah.” Doesn’t that scripture bring comfort to your soul? It does mine.
Yes it is very true that Satan is constantly setting traps for us, but clinging to the Rock and trusting in the Father, we need never be ensnared. Back to Psalm 91 and verse 3:
 91:3 “Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.”

Snares set by Satan. Which brings to mind Psalm 141:9, 10. “Keep me from the snares which they have laid for me, and the gins of the workers of iniquity. Let the wicked fall into their own nets, whilst that I withal escape.” How in these last days we must be sober and vigilant for Satan’s devices and distractions are everywhere. We are warned to have a vigilance that knows no relaxation.
It is in this state of watchcare that Christ lifts up a retinue of holy angels to protect His faithful and obedient, humble children, from the enemy. Christ says to the enemy, “Touch them not.  For what reason does He say this? Isaiah 49:16 “Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands;” Sadly we can look about us and see many wandering from the Lord and being captured, while thinking they are still safe. We must pray for those souls to find their way back with the words found in 2 Timothy 2:26, “And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.”
And how do they escape? They must flee back to the mighty refuge before it is eternally too late. Here is a verse for this experience of victory as we escape from the snare: Psalm 124:7, 8 “Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers: the snare is broken, and we are escaped. Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.”

Like a bird escaped from the snare, there is but one safe place for us, Psalm 91 verse 4;

 91:4 “He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.”  He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust. What a beautiful picture. The word translated trust is the word Hebrew word ‘hasah’ which simply means “flee for refuge.” So let’s state it with its original meaning. He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings you will flee for refuge.

There are 2 principles to consider in Psalm 91:4.

First: We must be like the baby birds under His wings. It is something to see baby chicks, popping out from under the mother’s wings, and then to jump back under. They are most comfortable and secure under her wings.

Second: His truth shall be thy shield and buckler. God gave Abraham a similar promise in Genesis 15:1 “After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.”

The conflict of the ages continues and it is so sad to see those among us who have departed from God, yet some of them continue to go to church, trusting in their own strength. Satan can so shape circumstances, that unless we are kept by divine power, he will overcome us. That is why we need to inquire every step of the way, “Is this the way Lord?”
Listen to me now, as long as life shall last, there will be need of guarding the affections and the passions with a firm purpose. Let me repeat that, as long as life shall last, there will be need of guarding the affections and the passions with a firm purpose.

We are in constant danger of becoming self-sufficient, relying on our own wisdom, and not making God our strength. If you are not relying on God every moment and keeping your life hidden in Christ, if you are careless and indifferent, then you are vulnerable to Satan’s devices.
Here is a parallel passage about Christ’s protective wings as he is speaking about Jacob. Deuteronomy 32:10-12, “He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye.  As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings:  So the LORD alone did lead him, and there was no strange god with him.”

There is that phrase again, “the apple of his eye.” We have read it twice now and there is yet three more places where we find it used. Let’s check it out.

Proverbs 7:1, 2 

“My son, keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee.  Keep my commandments, and live; and my law as the apple of thine eye.” It is saying that we should keep God’s law so closely, that it is reflected in our eyes!
Lamentation 2:18

“Their heart cried unto the Lord, O wall of the daughter of Zion, let tears run down like a river day and night: give thyself no rest; let not the apple of thine eye cease.”  In other words, do not cease being close to us.

Zechariah 2:8

“For thus saith the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye.”

 It would be well if it had always been that way with God’s people, unfortunately the chosen people of God abandoned the shelter of those wings, and ran after gods of their own making.
Hear the tearful Jesus as He cried in Matthew 23:37, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!”
It never had to be that way. It’s all in the power of choice. Each new day you and I can choose to remain on the Lord’s side, or we can depart to self-sufficiency.

We live today amid many dangers and in an era of terror. But bear in mind, as the crisis deepens, God’s promises become stronger.

Back now to Psalm 91:5 & 6

 91:5 “Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day;  

 91:6 Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday.”

In this final generation, in the waning moments preceding the little time of trouble,  we can put God’s promises of protection in our spiritual banks. 
Let us look at some promises pertaining to being afraid. Psalm 112:7, 8 “He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the LORD. His heart is established, he shall not be afraid, ...”
Not trusting God, is the natural outgrowth of the unrenewed heart which is at enmity with Him. But faith is inspired by the Holy spirit, however no man can become strong in faith without a determined effort. It is only in humble reliance on God and obedience to all His commandments that we can be secure.

Here is another promise of protection. Isaiah 43:1, 2. “But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine.  When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” 
Let us continue now with Psalm 91 verse7:
 91:7 “A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.”  

“Ten thousand” is a Hebrew expression for a very large number. That is because it is the largest number in the Hebrew language. We are saddened for all those who have been caught in Satan’s traps and are lost by choices. While we may plead for and with those who may yet recover, we ourselves must stand fast in the holy refuge of God’s sheltering hand, else we could go down also. But the promises are abundant that He will care for us if we will remain loyal to Him.
Look, it is the Mighty God of ancient Israel who is our protector and guide and it is in continual trust and obedience that we are safe. He will work for us today in a mighty way as He did with the people of old. Now we come to Psalm 91 verse 8.
 91:8
“Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked.”

Having just crossed the Red Sea on dry ground, the Israelites watched from the far shore as the Red Sea closed its jaws on the entire Egyptian army along with Pharoah.

Exodus 14:30, 31 “Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore.  And Israel saw that great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses.”
In that great final day of executive judment described in Revelation 20, when the fire falls on those who have lived in rebellion against God, and they are burned up and blotted out of existence, then we will view their final end, only with our eyes.  

Verse 8 said “Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked.” The Hebrew word for wicked is “rasha” which means lawless. Those who chose to rebel against God’s law and refuse to repent and become God’s obedient children, will be among the billions who will die the second death.
Now we come to Psalm 91 verses 9 & 10.

 91:9
 Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation;  

 91:10
There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.  

This is a tremendous promise to God’s faithful people by His grace we can believe every word. He is counting on us to represent Him by revealing to others who He is in the witness we give by our lives. Daily surrendering and continually relying on Christ for His enabling power to keep His commandments.

These two verses, 9 & 10, tell us that He is our only safe habitation; and if faithful and obedient, He guards us from dangers as we are told in Proverbs 12:21, “There shall no evil happen to the just: …”

There will however be no protection from the evil and the wrath of God, to the unfaithful and disobedient. Those who allow unguarded moments where they willingly participate in the devil’s devices believing that they are still right with God will be the first along with the ancient men that feel God’s vengeance. God’s mercy should not be trifled with, not even for a second.

Like faithful sentinels we must guard well the avenues to the citadel of the soul, never feeling that we may relax our vigilance for a moment. Our only safety is praying without ceasing and having a living, abiding faith.

Listen to me. Those who begin to be careless in their steps will find that before they are aware of it, their feet are entangled in a web from which it is impossible to extricate themselves.
Next is Psalm 91 verses 11 and 12

 91:11
For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.  

 91:12
They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
We are told in Hebrews 1:14 regarding angels, “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?” Praise God that He loves His faithful, obedient children so much as to send us these ministering angels to protect us. Let us never do anything that would cause God to withdraw these heavenly visitors. Here is a parallel passage in Psalm 34:3-10 that says much the same thing. 

“O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together.  I sought the LORD, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.  They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed.  This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles.  The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.  O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.  O fear the LORD, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him.  The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing.”
Oh how important it is to maintain that divine connection daily, urgent you can say, or Satan will catch us. He doesn’t care about nominal Christians as they are in his grip, but those pesty remnant he will maintain warfare on them until probation ends and they have been sealed for eternity. Why does he want you? So that he will not have to pay for your sinful past, rather you will. To live outside the will of God, even for a moment, is high risk gambling. The next heartbeat is guaranteed to no one.
Did you know that Satan quoted Psalm 91:11, 12 in the second temptation, recorded in Matthew 4:6 and Luke 4:10, 11? Here is what S.O.P. says about that incident in DA 125:

“When Satan quoted the promise, "He shall give His angels charge over Thee," he omitted the words, "to keep Thee in all Thy ways;" that is, in all the ways of God's choosing. Jesus refused to go outside the path of obedience.” {DA 125.3}
In effect, Satan was trying to convince Jesus that He could be disobedient to God’s will and still be protected. That lie of Satan is being repeated all throughout Christendom today, especially in God’s church today. He says, “You do not have to put away your sins or obey God’s law. God will protect and save you even while living in rebellion to His will for your life. Yet all through the Bible we see what a terrible mistake it is to buy into this lie.
And yes the angels will bear us up, but only when we are in the way of the Lord, not our own way and will. But when we are faithful and obedient, we can call on God for help as we are told in Psalm 94:17, 18 “Unless the LORD had been my help, my soul had almost dwelt in silence.  When I said, My foot slippeth; thy mercy, O LORD, held me up.”
Listen to me now, when the trusting, obedient ones call upon their God, He will deliver them. The promises are there. But when the disobedient say they are obedient, God is angry with them. Psalm 50:15-17 is clear and definite about this.
“And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.  But unto the wicked God saith, What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth?  Seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind thee.”

Now we will read Psalm 91 verse 13. Here is a promise of protection when 4 different and deadly animals should suddenly attack us. An older lion and a dangerous snake, or a young powerful lion and an immense, venomous serpent.
 91:13
“Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.”

This is a promise that all can experience, but only if they daily trust in Christ’s enabling strength as they resist and overcome the devil and his agents. The same promise is in Romans 8:37-39.

“Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Here in our time the obeident faithful can still say with Paul, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? We are more than conquerors.” And now verse 14 of our Psalm 91.
 91:14
“Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name.  

Take notice of the cause and effect: “Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him.” Love in this verse is from the Hebrew word hashak and is only found in the Psalms. The grouping of words, ‘set his love upon me’ in the Hebrew means ‘set his deepest affection on Me.’ So God is saying, because you have set your deepest affection on Me, therefore I will deliver you: I will set you on high, because you have known my name.

Once again we quote Proverbs 18:10 “The name of the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.”
Verse 15 of our Psalm 91:

91:15
He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.  
God is constantly giving His blessings to His dependent children. But tragically there are multipled thousands who have no eyes to see, no ears to hear, and no hearts to appreciate God’s work in their behalf. It is as if they believe the goodness of God is theirs by right. They have no concept of what is about to break upon the world as an overwhelming surprise.

But the people of God are to be different.

We must gather about the cross. Christ and Him crucified should be the theme of contemplation, of conversation, and of our most joyful emotion. We should keep in our thoughts every blessing we receive from God; and when we realize His great love, we should be willing to trust everything to the hand that was nailed to the cross for us.
Well brothers and sisters we have come to the last verse of this chapter, Psalm 91:16.

91:16 “With long life will I satisfy him, and show him my salvation.”  
All heaven is waiting for the faithful and obedient redeemed of all the ages. As pilgrims, we long for that day when we can go home. It will be very soon and that final, eternal salvation will be given us. I will read in your hearing  1 Corinthians 15:52-55.
“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.  O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?”

Let us pray…
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